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"For S)ieer insanity deraontia, nothing is likely to' exceed the public display of 
emotion .and curiosity ojround the Kennedy assassination," you say 17/29/8/1/94). . 

For sheer ignorance, uotliing is likely to exceed this public display of. ideology 



pretended to be journalism. 



4ny Presidential assassination inevitably has the effect of a coup d'eta t. 

Why should this not cause emotion and curiosity? More uhen the victim vras as 
genuinely popular as JlMt? 

But wliat lia;.i Tiie itt^a-Hation ever done to learn and report t he established officia l 

01 that assassination? ks distinguished from the theories of officialdom and its sy- 
copliants, non-conspiracy theories, or those of the motley crew thsat lias exploited and com- 
mercialised, the assassination with^theories, of conspiracy? 

The unquestionable but id-srepresentod of f ical , fact leaves it without miy question 
at all tliat there vras a conspiracy, 

Ths.s is without any refutation of any kind sc^ forth in my seven published books 
on that assassination, all ifpioveii by The Ilation. 

I further proved tliis, with the o fficia l fact and subject to the refutation never 
attempted by the govermiont in several of my dozen oF so FOIA. lawsuits by iddch I obtained 
about a tldrd of a nillioh^previously-withlield records. One led to the 1974 amending of 
Folk's invostigatoi^jfile:: exemirtion to inalce FBI, CIA and sihiilar files accessible under it. 
(Congressional Record b/24/74, page S 9356) 

With the .assassinated President's sole surviving brotljer seeing to it that the legi.s- 

n t . . ® . 

l^ycxve liiotry ir, clo'.r, that also was not worthy of reporting, 

■•"A 

'■lliile most of the available books do theorize conspirac:^none with more intended dis- 
honesty th-rii. last yoads media event, Cerald Posner's loiowingiy mistitled fease ^'losed (see 
my current Case Opon -^ vdien the truth and the established fant - the official fad: - is 
readily available, it is an abdication of journalistic responsibil^to maJte sport about 
tliat gT.-eat tragedy tliat turned the world around and it is indecent for The Nation to do 
tliat, based on no more tlian its determined, ignorance and it£llild.ng for the official 
mythology. 



When Max Holland and Kai Bird feegan their book on Jolin McCloy and The Ilation sent 
them here, they savr the volume of official information to wliioh they and all writing in 
the field have always had unsuperv^ed access but they cared about records on McCloy 
only. 



President Colmson and Coimaission Cliairman Earl Warren both believed- there was a 
conaplracyo As I brought to in lay 1974 Wliitewash IV Warren told his staff at IrLs 
first meeting with it th--.t he liad not talcen the job he loiew he should not liave it 




"could conceivabli^ lead the couiitry into a war wliich could cost 40 million lives." Tliat 
i.'itliout a conspiracy? 

'two Conunisuion momuero, Conservative Democrat Ricl^d Hussell of Oeorgie^d Repub 
lican Jolin Slio;;man '-'oopcr of IZcntuclcy both absolutely disagreed with the basis of tliat 
Commission's Report, its single-bullet theory, as ^ liave also brought to light with copie 
of tlis records they loft and of wiiicii Russell, who encouraged i:iy work uzitil liis dying 
day, also told me. 

The "dqjjantia" is Mie Ifation' s . 



Harold Weisberg 
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EDITORIALS. 



Juicing the News 

T he O. J. Simpson saga is not the most egregious ex- 
ample of cultural lunacy fed by media hype: For 
concentrated delirium, nothing matches the short, 
sharp spasm over Baby Jessica in the well; and of 
course the Lindbergh kidnapping some sixty years ago still 
stands as the textbook case of a society gone mad over the 
fate of an arbitrary celebrity. In these matters the foolishness 
derives not from the overweening adoration of celebrity, but 
its arbitrariness. 
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For sheer dementia, nothing is likely to exceed the public dis- 
play of emotion and curiosity around the Kennedy assassina- 
tion; but then the sudden, violent death of that President was 
bound to have an enormous impact on American life. The 
Simpson story is gruesome and gripping, but it is essentially 
empty of meaning for all but the poor souls involved. Of course 
the hype artists insist that the “silver lining” of the cheap 
melodrama is the attention it focuses on spousal abuse. But 
that’s like saying the meaning of the Kennedy assassination 
was in the issue of presidential security. Simpson was a third- 
string celebrity whose great fall (if it comes to that) affects 
no one but his alleged victims and the good folks at Hertz. 



